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Cow Barn Project Complete
A Town Treasure is Preserved

The Historical Society is very pleased to announce the
completion of an extensive preservation project on the
largest barn of the Darling Farmstead and History Museum. As
a prominent town and state landmark on the west side of
Litchfield Turnpike, the barn has been given a fresh look with
a new coat of paint, but its inner beauty is equally impressive.
 

We hope that some of you were able to come visit the barn at
the “Sneak Peek” opening during our quilt event. We are
planning a larger official reveal celebration in the spring. 

This barn is one of the oldest and most original in the state,
and we are proud that we helped to ensure its legacy so that
its place as a Woodbridge landmark continues to endure.

Above: The cow barn with a fresh coat of paint and and
new drainage system. 
Below: Support members added to preserve the
structure

Continued on page 2



This project demonstrates the
amazing potential for the work
we can do together. We hope to
continue these joint efforts. The
significance of all the structures
at the Farmstead can not be over-
stated, and their preservation is
not only important now but for
future generations to continue to
enjoy and learn from them.
Woodbridge is lucky to have
them, and we are grateful for the
support from you, the town, and
the state to preserve them.

These support systems could be
removed/replaced in the future
without damaging the historical
integrity of the building. Thus, the
goal was not to try to replace
portions of the barn structure
with new material made to look
old but to keep the historical
integrity while adding
supplementary support systems.
Only when the original material
was too damaged or already
missing was new material used
for replacement. 
 
This is the largest preservation
project the Society has
completed in several decades. In
addition to obtaining grant funds
for half of the costs of the project,
the Society contributed its own
funds to make up short falls in the
town budgeted matching funds
for the grant.  We are thankful to
the State and the Town as well as
our generous donors for
partnering with us to make it
possible.

This project was made possible by
grant funds from the State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO),
funding from the Town of
Woodbridge, and our generous
donors: Paul and Judy DeCoster
and Jay and Barbara Baldwin

As we have been reporting over
the last two years, the Historical
Society spearheaded efforts to
obtain engineering surveys and
then the needed funding to
complete repairs and
preservation work that will help
to ensure that the barn endures
for generations to come. The
Society applied for and received a
Historic Restoration Fund
matching grant from the State
Historic Preservation Office for
the repair work that was
identified in the 2021 engineering
survey obtained by the Society.
Repairs were made to several
support beams on both the south
and north sides of the structure, a
failed wall on the west side of the
shed addition was reconstructed
and subsequently needed shed
roof repairs were also completed.
A drainage trench was added to
the east and north sides of the
building to help direct runoff
water away from the structure
and halt the damage caused to
the siding and sills.
 

When you visit the barn, you may
notice some new structural
support systems. The Society
ensured that best preservation
practices were followed which
included maintaining and
preserving as much of the original
structure as possible. Newer
structural materials were added
to help support the original while
keeping that original material in
place. 

Right: The newly restored barn enjoyed its
sneak peek at the Quilts on Show event. 



Dear Society Supporters,

2023 has been a challenging year in many ways for many people and it has been for the
Society as well. We are very lucky though that many of our challenges have come from work
on many different projects simultaneously. It has been an amazing year of accomplishments,
and we are thrilled to share them with you in this newsletter. The board has worked very hard
this year, but none of that work would have been possible without the support of members,
volunteers, and donors like you. Together, we have done incredible work. 

I am very proud of the Society for spearheading and ensuring the completion of all of the  
projects we have completed this year, and for the outstanding success we have had obtaining
grants to help fund them. I can’t stress enough, however, the importance of your continued
financial support for AWHS. In order to get grants, we must ensure not only that we can
provide the match, but that funds exist for the entire project, since all of these grants come as
reimbursements. The Town was crucial in providing the funds for the cow barn project prior
to reimbursement and your donations have funded part of that match as well as matches for
all the other projects. As the saying goes “you need money to make money” and in our case
“we need donations to successfully compete for grant awards.” I hope that the work and
projects we have completed in the last several years demonstrate how important your
donations have been. Your continued generosity will help us keep the momentum going to
fulfill our mission to preserve all the buildings and provide you with more educational and
entertaining events. 

Fortunately, but unfortunately there have been too many great achievements this year for me
to mention them all here, so I will end by once again thanking you for supporting us with your
membership and donations and attendance at our events.  We hope that we can count on
you before the end of 2023 to help us reach our fundraising goal of $10,000 in donations in
December.

We also would love to have you become more involved in 2024. If you are interested in
volunteering, please email me at president@woodbridgehistory.org or contact one of our
committee chairs, who are listed on our newly redesigned website. Opportunities could
include volunteering at an event, joining a committee, doing research, working remotely on a
project, etc.

We hope that the holidays provide comfort and happiness to all of you and to people
throughout the world.

Thank you, 
Alexia

Letter from our President 
Dr. Alexia Belperron 



Rebranding and Website Redesign
The Society officially launched its new brand identity and a
newly redesigned website. We hope you are enjoying our new
look and finding our website easier to navigate.
This project was made possible by SHARP grant funds together with
your donations and membership dues. 

Clark Portrait Acquisition 
We started off the year with an unexpected bequest of the
grand portraits of William A. Clark and Emily Dibble Clark, a
direct Darling descendant. Clark descendant Cris Alonso
generously donated the portraits and arranged for their
shipment from Chile. We officially revealed them at a festive
celebration in September with Clark family descendants. 
This acquisition was made possible by the generous donation of Cris
Alonso, funds from a donor earmarked for our collections, and your
donations and membership dues. 

Doolittle Clock Repair 
One of the highlights of our museum collection, the Isaac
Doolittle tall case clock, was returned to the museum after
diligent restoration and repair by Kirtland Crump.  
This project was made possible by a CT Humanities Operating Support
grant as well as the generous support of Jay and Barbara Baldwin.

Connecticut Collections & Traveling Archivist Grant 
The Society was admitted to the 2023 cohort of Connecticut
Collections, which will provide us a platform to make our
collections accessible online. We were also awarded a
companion grant to have the assistance of a traveling archivist
to help with the creation of finding aids for some collections in
the Darling Family papers. 
This project was made possible by your donations and membership
dues. 

Beecher Road School Visits 
The Society hosted its first field trip for Beecher Road School
MAG (Multi-Age Grade) students in the spring as well as its
usual fall field trips for the third grade classes. Our board
members and other volunteers spent several days preparing
for and hosting students who enjoyed an immersive living
history experience at the Darling Farmstead & History Museum. 
These events were made possible by a generous donation of apples
from Shamrock Farm as well as your donations and membership dues.

A Year in Review: Highlights



National Historic Register Listing 
In 2023 we began a rewrite of our 1979 National Register Listing
to incorporate new research and expand its focus. For the first
time, the listing will include important information about people
who lived here including the Anthonys, an enslaved family; the
women of the household; and the subsequent generations of the
Darlings. 
The Amity and Woodbridge Historical Society received support for this
project from the State Historic Preservation Office of the Department of
Economic and Community Development with funds from the Community
Investment Act of the State of Connecticut.

Museum Makeover 
When you next visit the museum, you will find new outdoor signs
near the parking lot that detail the history of the land use and
information about the families that lived and worked here,
including what we’ve learned from our work on the National
Historic Register Listing. In the spring we will have an official
event for the new signs.
This project was made possible by grant funds from the CT Cultural
Fund, which is administered by CT Humanities. 

Quilts on Show: A Patchwork of Our Community 
This two-fold project featuring a  month-long quilt and fabric arts
exhibit, lectures, and children’s programs at the library, as well
as a two-day pop-up quilt show at the Darling Farmstead. Quilts
on Show was one the largest and most elaborate programs
hosted by the Society and it would not have been possible
without Anne Flitcraft (see volunteer spotlight) who spearheaded
the entire program. Collaborating with volunteers who
presented talks and showcased their quilting artwork, along with
several board members, she dedicated countless hours to curate
a truly unforgettable experience for everyone involved.
This program was made possible by generous donations from
community partners as well as your donations and membership dues.  

Good to Great (G2G)
You may remember this grant has been in the works since 2019!
After completing the first phase of G2G, our Strategic Plan, we
were able to move on to phase two - construction. This grant will  
provide the museum with a more accessible first-floor bathroom
and a kitchen workspace to facilitate hearth cooking events. 
The Amity & Woodbridge Historical Society received support for this
project from the State Historic Preservation Office of the Department of
Economic and Community Development with funds from the Good to
Great Program. The matching funds required for this grant were made
possible by your donations and membership dues. 



Thank You Anne!

The Amity & Woodbridge Historical Society Board
extends congratulations and heartfelt thanks to
Anne Flitcraft for her leadership in organizing the
recent acclaimed Quilt Show at the Woodbridge
Town Library and the Pop-Up Show at Darling
Homestead. We salute her creative vision,
determination, and indefatigable energy in making
a wonderful success of both of these events.

Join a Committee

Volunteers Wanted

By definition a volunteer is someone who freely
gives time or offers to participate in an enterprise or
undertake a task. My volunteer path with AWHS
began with an Open House several years ago. I was
admiring one of the beautiful signature quilts on an
upstairs bed, when Barbara Hagan Smith
approached and asked if I had any questions. “No, I
just thought I recognized some of the names on the
quilt.” She replied, “Would you be interested in
studying and creating a chart of the names and
sentiments?” I appeared the next AWHS workday
and my journey began. 

Now 38 quilts later--along with samplers, coverlets,
shawls, children clothing, hats, and a start on adult
clothing, I have started to make a dent on all the
textiles that are part of the collection.  I have been
joined by Natalie, another interested volunteer who
willingly gives two hours a week to work on the
projects. Since there are trunks, boxes, dresser
drawers, closets and barns full of uncatalogued
items, there is excellent job security.

There are many opportunities for others to come
and be productive, learn new things and forge new
friendships. Join the efforts and make your own
way with AWHS! 

If you are interested in volunteering please email
president@woodbridgehistory.org.

If you have particular expertise in finance, development, archives, preservation,
or marketing we would love to welcome you to one of our standing committees. 
For more information, please email president@woodbridgehistory.org

Volunteer Spotlight

By Volunteer Nancy Mull



Buildings Collections Grounds
Community Engagement

Operating Expenses Development
Grant Commitments

Buildings $1,195.02

Collections $8,437.00

Grounds $2,155.00

Community Engagement $576.63

Operating Expenses $6,476.80

Development $5,368.00

Grant Commitments* $86,655.66

Rent $10,000.00

Membership $4,755.55

Unrestricted Donations $31,508.58

Restricted Donations $100.00

Grants $9,500.00

Events $1,697.50

Interest $14.55

By the Numbers

2023 Expenditures: Year-to-Date

* Grant commitments include the Cow Barn Restoration, Good to Great, Museum Makeover, and the
National Register Listing update.  A portion of these funds will be reimbursed in 2024.

Rent Membership
Unrestricted Donations

Restricted Donations Grants
Events Interest

2023 Income: Year-to-Date



Amity & Woodbridge
Historical Society
at the Darling Farmstead & History Museum
1907 Litchfield Turnpike Woodbridge, CT 06525

www.woodbridgehistory.org
info@woodbridgehistory.org
Instagram @ctwoodbridgehist
Facebook @woodbridgehistory

Board of Directors 

President: Alexia Belperron, Ph.D.
Vice President: Lisa Flaherty
Treasurer: Barbara Baldwin
Secretary: Mary Dean, Ph.D.
Larissa Crocco
Martha German
Barbara Hagan-Smith
Marie McDaniel 
Donald Menzies
Lynn Piascyk
Mickie Sistrand

Holiday 
Open House

And follow us on social media!

Sunday, December 3, 2-4 p.m.

@ctwoodbridgehist @woodbridgehistory

Join us for old-fashioned holiday fun 
for the whole family! 

Enjoy 
Festive decorations & displays

Live holiday music
Cookies & hot cider 

Hearth-cooking & beehive oven baking demonstrations
Outdoor fire pit with winter treats &

Children’s activities 

Shop Local
Shop our holiday bazaar, bake sale, 

and gift card fundraiser. 


